
Note: this presentation reflects the personal perspective of the author and should 
not be taken as the formal position of the European Environment Agency.
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This represents a simplified approach for the purpose of this presentation.
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Taken from the first EU guidance document under the MAES process; see: …
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Just an example to show that we are aiming to analyse and represent very 
complex relationships and systems.

9



A simplified overview to show the range of policy areas that need to be 
considered in an ecosystem management perspective.
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This lists focuses on key processes or trends that drive change in the human-
environment interaction; the order implies a certain ranking but this ranking is not 
absolute and relative importance will vary depending on the type of phenomenon 
or the time span of the process to be analysed.
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This represents an illustrative list of policy options developed for the purpose of 
this presentation.
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This overview is a first personal assessment of what different monitoring, 
assessment and research approaches can contribute to developing a better 
information basis for key analytical issues. It is intended to stimulate debate 
rather than considered a final perspective on this question.

‘ESS’ stands for ‘ecosystem service’.
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‘KISS’ stands for ‘Keep it simple, scientist’ and ‘TAC’ refers to transaction costs. 
These two acronyms aim to make the point that any system that aims to provide 
input and/or guidance to policy decisions and implementation should not be 
overly complex.
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