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Assessing the impact of new technologies or newly developed substances on our environment is a challenge, even more so if the applied test methods - both toxicological and analytical - are often found to be inadequate and need amendments as it is in the case of nanotechnology. This is illustrated by numerous publications in the field of nano-ecotoxicology which although they have been investigating the impact of a number of nanomaterials on several organisms almost never allow for explicit statements on potential hazards. This fact not only hampers the knowledge communication to all non-scientists (e.g. consumers) but it also complicates the transfer of the obtained results for other scientists.
Hence, reliable and understandable information on nanomaterials and nanotechnology is often missed, e.g. on the basic questions: What exactly are nanoparticles? What is meant by “exposure”? When do toxicologists speak of a risk?
These and many more questions are answered by our web-based knowledge base: www.nanoobjects.info. In an interdisciplinary approach scientists of the DaNa expert team provide a knowledge base for more transparency wrapping up the results of current research on nanomaterials regarding their influence on humans and the environment in an understandable way. Our presentation of complex scientific data addresses not only the scientific community but is also intended for the broader public, e.g. consumers, journalists, students or scientists from other research areas.
In order to facilitate the evaluation process of scientific publications a methodology based on quality criteria was developed. Furthermore, the DaNa-project acts as an umbrella project for current projects funded by the BMBF (German Federal Ministry of Education and Research) with regards to nanotechnology and their ecological benefits. The collected knowledge integrated into the DaNa database could also contribute to the prioritisation of further research needs. DaNa on Twitter: @nano_info. 
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